
Lesson Plan  

 

 

UNIT : Age of Exploration 

LESSON TITLE:  European Contact 

SUBJECT/GRADE LEVEL:  7
th

 Grade Social Studies 
 

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

 

1. Students will be able to Explain the motivations of European nations to explore and 

settle the New World.     

MATERIALS: Do-now question, New World Exploration Reading Packet, Poster Board, 

Index Cards, Colored Markers and/or Crayons, Highlighters PowerPoint, Exit Pass 

 

WARM-UP:  
 

1. Do Now :  

- Identify and describe your nationalities.  If possible, explain how your ancestors 

arrived in America. 

 

LESSON PLAN: 
 

2. Small Group Activity -  

- Working in groups, using Marking Up reading strategy, students will read and 

complete The New World Exploration Reading Packet.   

 

3. Small Group Activity - 
- Creating New World poster board 

 

4. PowerPoint and Big Group Discussion 
 

5. Exit Pass  

 

 

 

 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE LESSON/ACTIVITY:       

 



I will begin class with an anticipatory set to encourage students to call upon their own personal 

experiences and how the Age of Exploration would influence their own lives.  Following the 

anticipatory set, students will work cooperatively reading and completing the New World 

Exploration Reading Packet.  Next, remaining in small groups, students will design and 

complete a map of the New World, which highlights the areas of influence of the first European 

settlers and explorers.  Next, utilizing the PowerPoint as a learning tool and working in a whole-

group setting, the students and I will examine the origins of the Age of Exploration and the first 

settlements within the New World.  Finally, in an effort to measure student assessment, the 

students will complete a 3-2-1 Graphic Organizer.     

 

  



Group Members:  Period: __________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity:  New World Exploration 

Instructions: 

 Design a poster map of the New World 

 Emphasize the five W's 

 Who, What, When, Where, and Why 

 Using Index Cards, each of the five W’s identified must be accompanied with a complete 

and concise description.  Index Cards will be neatly stapled or taped to bottom of project 

 Each group will write a well-organized two -three paragraph summary of each of the 

following: 

 Why the Dutch settled where they did 

 Why England settled where they did 

 Why Spain Settled where they did 

 Why France settled where they did 

 Each student must complete a peer review sheet 


