
Lesson Plan  

 

 

UNIT : Revolutionary War 

LESSON TITLE:  Valley Forge 

SUBJECT/GRADE LEVEL:  7
th

 Grade Social Studies 
 

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO: 

 

1. Students will be able to Describe the conditions that the Continental Army had to 

endure during the winter of 177-78.     

  

2. Students will be able to Articulate how and why the winter at Valley Forge may be 

considered another turning point during the Revolutionary War.       

   

MATERIALS: Do-now question, Valley Forge Primary Source Packet, PowerPoint, 3-2-1 

Organizer, Summary Prompt 

 

WARM-UP:  
 

1. Do Now :  

- Describe what it takes to be a strong leader. 

 

LESSON PLAN: 
 

2. Small Group Activity -  

- Working in groups, students will read and complete the Valley Forge Primary 

Source Packet.   

 

3. PowerPoint and Big Group Discussion 
 

4. 3-2-1 Organizer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE LESSON/ACTIVITY:       

 

I will begin class with an anticipatory set to help the students develop an appreciation of what it 

takes to be a strong leader and how George Washington epitomized these qualities.  Following 

the anticipatory set, students will work cooperatively reading and completing the Valley Forge 

Primary Source Packet.  Next, utilizing the PowerPoint as a learning tool and working in a 

whole-group setting, the students and I will examine their responses from the packet and 

examine additional primary sources.  Next, in an effort to measure student assessment, the 

students will complete a 3-2-1 Graphic Organizer.  Finally, using the primary source documents 

and notes from class, students will complete a fictional one-page summary of life at Valley 

Forge as if they were there.        

 

 

Activity:  First Person Account at Valley Forge 

Instructions:   

 Your job during this activity is to write a one-page summary of the conditions at Valley 

Forge; however, you are to write this summary as if you were there.  Recall the events 

that took place, the conditions that existed, how the soldiers of the Continental Army 

looked towards George Washington for guidance and leadership, and, despite how 

desperate and bleak that things got, the soldiers endured. 

 This is a fictional piece of work….so be creative‼ 


